Hogoodniks | VICE Page 1 of 7

VIDEC  MNEWS  MUSIC  FASHION  PHOTO  TRAVEL SPORTS  TECH  STUFF

STUFF

NOGOODNIKS

By Kara-Liz Coverdale

Dur pals at Drawn & Quarterly recently sent us a book called Mogoodniks by Montreal-based
artist/musicianfcreator-gury Adrian Marvid and told us we should talk to him because he was "Britizh and really
funny” We thought the book was great in a weird, warpy, kooky (aka British) kind of way, so we snapped up
Adrian's gracious invitation to have someone from %CE (mel) up to his Mile End studio for a chit-chat and
workspace whirk-around. Aswe talked about anything and everything from Joni Mitchell's ass to getting high on
Star Wars | realized bantering with Adrian is a perfectly random, perfectly good time, not unlike the experience
of [ooking at his drawings.

At sorme point during the hour and a half we shuffled around his crammed space | thought "Wow, Adrian is a
good listener!”, mostly because he agreed strongly with almost everything | told him, sometimes saying "good”
three or four times in a row befare responding while bobbing his head around and keeping arms folded and
hands tucked way up in his armpits like a unleavened pretzel. Inaddition to the stuff he told me about his book
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~ (see below), | also learned we have the same toy piano, the same back-pack, the same butterfly mug, andhis
studio address is my hometown area code. S0, you know, 1'm just rubbingit in at this point but with allth at
cormmon thread we're pretty rmoch BFF's!

What does “Nogoodnicks™ mean?

Mogoodnicks to me is a sort of S0's B0's slang meaning damned no good types from the sputnik era perhaps,
like , wou know  "Feacenik’ or "stick a 'nik’ on it". To me each page in the book is a nogoodnik. In reality it seems
it's a Russian word meaning pretty much what | always thought. Of course | didn't research too far.

Your work is pretty hilarious.
It's full of puns, yes.

Jont, Ilk

Where did that Joni Mitchell butt idea come from?

Wl I'monot sure, Probably somewhere inmy head Joni Mitchell just carme through, like, "Joni Mitchell, Joni
Whitchell " and then | probably thought . "Bum® . “Jani bitchell Bum. " Ahal | don't really know where these
ideas came from, they just arrive. They arrive because it's just like a part of my brain is doing terrible puns and
it kind of sends thern down a shoot and it goes"Here's one for you.. use t orweep"| came up with "Coco
Ono"yesterday. | feel like | could have my whole career based around Coco Ono. That was very exciting.

Do you freak out when a pun comes down the shoot?
Fora good ane, yeah Sure, Oh yeah,
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My favourite is the one with the light bulbs.
|5 it? Ohl Hal That's good. That's good, that's good.

Yeah, | don't really understand it but it's funny. Maybe because “musn’t” is a weird word.

[tis? f st Fmuesa't . hmmm. Well | don't really understand it either. It's like | dunno. Sometimes | have
to wrestle with fluorescents. A lot of these lights up in here don't work and the buillding guws just stand back and
say "WWe don't DO, the lighting " So vou go to the hardware store to try to find the part that you want but then
they look at yvou and say, "this is really old. Mobody does this stuffanvmore " So you have to replace the whole
thing. See here, there's this tiny little black box inside that weighs about five pounds and that's the part they
don't make any more. That you can only get from the old lights, and you're not going to find them until everyone
starts replacing their lights. Mow, whenever | see a flourescent on the road | pick it up and haul it back here.
Thevre very easy to wire up, but, you know, does dwork? It's very mysterious.

That’s why you have all these old lights lying around?
Yep.

So you're making art in retro light.
Hahaha. Mice work, nice work. Good one.

Someone said there is a lot of 70s counterculture stuffin your book.
Someone said that?

Yeah!
Wisll, | guess, since that was really my culture growing up. But lets see. There's the guitar pick, the guitar
pedals .. those are sorta 70s. And just the idea of "Museli Man". Heh...
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obut do | actually Hhink 70°s? Wil | suppose | do a lot actually. And alot of these things, when | put them in, |
really had no idea whether people would relate to therm at all. | figured a lot of peaple would probably just be

like, "What? ?" But also with the Frisbee, oh yeah, THAT is definitely a dated 70s thing, actually from the early
/0=,
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Frishee?
Mo, Freebee. It's not a Frisbee. It's a pun on Frishee.

Didn't grow up
with Darth Vader

I grew up wit
Coriander

Oh | see.

Oh then there's this Catiander ane. In the 70's | was just a little tiny bit too old to be really into Star Wars. But
oh god itwas crazy when it came out, the hype. That's probably why | refused to see it for a while, because I'm
a snob like that. But then when | did see it | was like, yeah, that was amazing. | was stoned out of my mind and
| just thought "Wow, | seeeeel This is the futurel Robots and stuffl Soon we'll have chips in our brains!" Or
maybe that was just because | was ripped.

Hey, | have the sametoy piano as you! | loved this thing when | was a kid.

Really!ll? Do yod want to sell it??1! I've had one an arder for like 5 months, "JAYMAR" is actually "Schoenhuot”
right nowe. Inthe 70's it was supposedto be called JAYMAR. It was and ismade in Brooklyn. But now it's all in
gothic lettering and they'ra called SCHOEMHLUT.

Weird.
Yegl
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Do you pump iron in here? (fooking at ba rbelis)
About three times a week | |ift weights for about three minutes. And | think "l will do this EVERY DAY | will do
this EWERY time | take a pause! Mmmm, this is GREAT!" but then, that's it. But you know, the intent is there. |
feel like | may have some weights in a peformance.

People don't usually think of artists as healthy or strong.

Because they're not. Typically. Some are. It depends on what you're doing. | did see this one intenigw with
Feter Saul who's a really great Mew York painter and he had a little trampaline and weights in his studio. |
thought that was pretty neat. Atramp would be great in here.

Why do you think people like your art?

| think the people who like it -- because I'm sure there are people who hate it - like that they don't have to have
read Mietzsche to get it but maybe they've seanthe cover of Mietzsche and can say "Yeah, you know, | never
got that either!” And you're allowed to laugh. There's till this myth of the artist and we sorta want to follow his
exploits in his world of not being able to make a living. Plus a lot of my stuff is music oriented and evensone is in
low e with music.
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| think people like it because it makes them confront their pervy sides.
ik, good.

Okay Adrian, I'll let you get back to it. Thanks for having me.

Oh my pleasure. Hey, nice back pack! | had the same one, you know. But then | had to endit. | had it stalen
one night and then a couple days later some random person called me and =aid "Oooooh your bag is here” 50
then | showed up and there it wasin the rain, in a parking lot and | was like, "what the hell" So | decided not to
use it after that. But yeah | leather. That'll last forever. It's indestructible. Good for you.

By Kara-Liz Coverdale | 3 months ago
Tagz Adrian Morvid, Mogoodnik s, Drawn and Quarterly
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